
2012 NYS Legislation Negatively 

Impacting Rabbit and other animal 

Breeders 

NYS animal breeders are now facing a number 

of bills that will hurt our ability to raise rabbits & 

other animals. Petitions are now being circulated 

please sign them. In addition we will need calls, 

letters, e-mails, and meetings with legislators to 

convince them to oppose these bills. 

Updates and instructions on how best to 

proceed will be posted to: 

-The Yahoo group NYSAO 

//groups.yahoo.com/group/NYSAO 

-The Rabbit Education Society website 

//rabbitedsociety.webs.com 

-Facebook page New York State Animal Owners 

In 2004 NY introduced bills that would have 

regulated rabbit & other animal breeders as pet 

dealers. We SUCCESSFULLY defeated them. 

There is no reason we cannot do it again. But 

success hinges upon the majority of animal 

breeders contacting legislators to voice 

opposition to these bills. Do not assume 

“someone else” will do this because that is what 

all the other some elses’ are thinking. Do your 

part in protecting breeding rights.  

Sponsors are in parentheses. Send opposition 

letters to bill sponsors, Senate and Assembly Ag 

committees, & your representatives. Form letters 

& taking points available on NYSAO yahoo 

group or send an e-mail to 

ranger18@nycap.rr.com or SASE Fayo 91 

Whitney Dr, Valatie NY 12184 

NYS legislature contact information can be 

found at  

Assembly: //www.assembly.state.ny.us/mem/ 

Senate: http://www.nysenate.gov/senators 

Bills that start with A are in the Assembly Ag 

committee, bills starting with S are in the Senate 

Ag committee. 

Talking point for ALL bills, rabbits are a multi-

purpose animal used simultaneously for show, 

breeding to improve a breed, meat, & pet. NYS 

law does not list them as farm animals the 

companion animal definition would likely apply. 

This creates a huge problem for breeders. 

Rabbits need their own classification of multi-

purpose to allow their use as an agricultural 

animal vs “pet” but also not prohibit them in 

residential zoning laws.  

The Bills: 

1) A3506 (Glick) Cospon:Rosenthal, 
Millman, Jaffee, Castro, Latimer, 
Pheffer, Titone, Weisenberg 

 Companion bill S2395(Serrano) & S4836 

(Avella)  

A3506 & S2395 adds a 12% surcharge to sales 

by “pet dealers” & defines a pet dealer as 

anyone selling 25 or more animals per year. 

This would include rabbits, cavies, birds, etc. 

S4836 adds a 5% surcharge & same 25 or more 

animals. These 3 because of where they are 

being put would regulate you if you sell 25 or 

more rabbits or cavies, no exemptions for meat 

sales or auction. 

Talking Points: 

-This will regulate over 80% of hobby rabbit 

breeders 

-Rabbits are not dogs, due to unique 

reproductive issues so dog numbers should not 

be used 

-Rabbits are multi-purpose yet these bills offer 

no exemption for meat sales, breeding stock, or 

livestock auction exemptions. 

The average sale price of a dog is $630 (Times 

Union pet classifieds) While for rabbits pet sales 

average $19 (Rabbit Education Society), auction 

sales $2-$5, sales to pet stores $5, meat sales 

$0.50 to $1.75 per lb. 

2) A8536 (Rosenthal)  
COSPNSR Moya,Colton,Rivera P,Glick,Gottfried  
This bill BANS tattooing rabbits & other animals 
unless for a medical purpose & only done by a 
licensed veterinarian. This does not allow for 
tattooing for id nor exempts farm animals. Also 
more than one tattoo means it’s a felony. 
-Bill text does not allow use as id 
-An ear tattoo is required by the American 
Rabbit Breeders Assoc to show or register a 
rabbit 
-An ear tattoo is a universally accepted form of 
id for rabbits 
-It is humane and can easily be done by the 
breeder, no vet required 
-Requiring a vet to do it would add an enormous 
unnecessary expense to raising rabbits likely 
forcing most breeders out 
 

3) A2118 (Millman) 
COSPNSR    Ortiz, Markey, Castro, Cook, 
Cahill,Barron, Boyland,Galef, Gottfried, 
Jeffries,McEneny, Pheffer,Reilly, Weisenberg 
 
“Cruelty to farm animals” bans cages stacked 
over 2 high. “Excessive” breeding is a violation 
although not defined. Your animals would be 
given to a shelter or rescue and you would be 
liable to pay for their care. The Ag commissioner 
would draft standards for “humane” care. 

http://www.nysenate.gov/senators


-It is common and humane to stack rabbit cages 
more than 2 high 
-Amount of breeding varies widely one species 
to the next & even among a species so who is to 
say what is “excessive”. 
-Farming & breeding is already done with a 
regard to humane standards, stakeholders not a 
commissioner should determine proper 
husbandry 
 

4) A8146 (Katz) 
COSPNSR    Tenney,Kolb 
Creates law to regulate “backyard breeders” 
defined as breeding a female dog or any other 
animal. It is in the pet dealer section of NYS law 
& that section regulates only dogs and cats. 
There is question about how this law will be 
interpreted due to the “any other animal” section. 
Breeders would have to pay $115 per year for a 
license and adhere to all the regulations of a pet 
dealer which were written for dog breeders not 
other animals.  
 

5) S5467 (O’Mara) & S3474 
(Oppenheimer) are bills to address 
hoarding or violating Ag and Mrkt law 
when you own a “large” number of 
animals.  

S5467 adds a new requirement mandating 
health certificates for any animal entering 
NY. Currently rabbits do not require health 
certificates.  

S5467 defines large number of animals as more 
than 12 adults, or 9 animals & 3 or more litters.  
-As cruelty laws in NY are vague and left to 
interpretation of sometimes anti-breeding ACOs 
these laws are dangerous.  
-It also mandates veterinary care, this adds 
unnecessary expense to breeders who are able 
to provide competent care to their rabbits/cavies. 
-Requiring health certificates for rabbits entering 
NY will add a huge unnecessary expense to 
showing. Many breeders in neighboring states 
help shows earn enough money for future 
shows, this will prevent that as they will not 
come to NY 

-Negative economic repercussions in loses for 
hotels, restaurants, gas stations, show vendors, 
etc 
-Rabbits do not pose any public health threat so 
health certificates are not necessary 
-Health certificates do not protect against 
possible disease transmission among rabbits 
-Rabbit shows already have a system in place to 
protect against disease transmission among 
rabbits. 
-Most vets will not even see a rabbit, those that 
do charge $100-$110 per rabbit for health 
certificate. This makes showing cost prohibitive 
with no benefit. 
 
 S3474 defines hoarding as owning 25 or more 
companion animals which could be interpreted 
to mean rabbits as they are not specifically 
designated livestock in NY. 
-Using an arbitrary number to define hoarding is 
impractical. Again 25 does not accurately reflect 
average rabbit herd numbers and thusly is unfair 
to the rabbit community. 
 

6) A7964 (Saladino) 
MLTSPNSR   McDonough, Montesano 
Requires fire suppression systems. I believe this 

would be interpreted to apply to rabbitries as 

well as shows: 

Section 1. The general business law is amended 
by adding a new section   392-j to read as 
follows:    S  392-J.  ANIMAL  FIRE SAFETY 
REQUIREMENTS. 1. EVERY CLOSED 
PERMANENT    STRUCTURE WHERE 
ANIMALS ARE  HOUSED  OR  DISPLAYED,  
INCLUDING  BUT  NOT  LIMITED  TO PET 
SHOPS, KENNELS, RIDING STABLES AND 
INDOOR ANIMAL EXHIBITIONS,  EXCEPT  A  
CIRCUS,  SHALL  BE  EQUIPPED  WITH  A  
WORKING   FIRE SUPPRESSION  SYSTEM;  
AND  SHALL  HAVE  A  WORKING ALARM 
SYSTEM WHICH IS DIRECTLY CONNECTED 
TO POLICE AND/OR FIRE FIGHTING 
FACILITIES. 

  2. THE PROVISIONS OF SUBDIVISION ONE 
OF THIS SECTION SHALL  NOT  APPLY TO 
FARMS. 
-If this applies to a rabbitry it would make raising 

rabbits financially impossible 

-No good evidence that we need to require 

expensive fire suppression/alarm systems where 

animals housed. 

-Would also affect rabbit shows making it too 

expensive to hold or even to find facilities that 

comply. 

Ask all rabbit clubs, in & outside NY, all breed, 

specialty, regional, national to issue an 

opposition statement on these bills and send us 

a copy to send to legislators. 

To view complete bill text: 

NY Senate page http://www.nysenate.gov/   

NYS Assembly http://www.assembly.state.ny.us/ 

Assembly Ag committee 

William Magee Chair, George Amedore, Michael 

Benedetto, Ken Blankenbush, Harry Bronson, Marc 

Butler, Clifford Crouch, Gary Finch, Aileen Gunther, 

Stephen Hawley, Barbara Lifton, Peter Lopez, Alan 

Maisel, Margaret Markey, John McEneny, Francisco 

Moya, Bob Reilly, José Rivera, Peter, Rivera, Linda 

Rosenthal, Addie Russell 

Senate Ag committee 

Patty Ritchie Chair, Tony Avella, Patrick M. 

Gallivan, Shirley L. Huntley, Timothy M. 

Kennedy, Thomas F. O'Mara, Michael H. 

Ranzenhofer, Patty Ritchie, James L. Seward, 

David J. Valesky, Catharine Young 

http://www.nysenate.gov/
http://www.assembly.state.ny.us/

